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RATIONALE 

 
Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the world. Overexposure to the sun during 
childhood and adolescence is a contributing factor to the development of skin cancer later in life. As 
students are at school during times of peak ultraviolet (UV) radiation, schools can play a major role in 
creating a supportive environment that minimises exposure and encourages sun protective behaviours. 
 
Our Sun Protection Policy has been adopted to ensure that all students and staff attending West 
Greenwood Primary School are protected from skin damage caused by UV radiation from the sun. This 
policy is to be implemented throughout the year, but with particular emphasis in Term 1 and term 4. The 
sun protection practices outlined in this policy will be applied to all school activities, including sports 
carnivals, excursions and camps.  
 
GUIDELINES 

 
West Greenwood Primary School will: 

1. Brief all new staff on the Sun Protection Policy. 
2. Ensure parents are able to access the policy as needed. 
3. Require students to wear broad-brimmed or legionnaire hats when outside. 
4. Direct students without a broad-brimmed or legionnaire hat to stay in an area that is protected 

from the sun, defined as a ‘hard structure’ eg. verandah or undercover area, but not shade from a 
tree. 

5. Ensure staff wear broad-brimmed or bucket hats for all outdoor activities, including recess and 
lunch duty in Terms 1 and 4 and strongly encourage them to wear the same in terms 2 and 3. 

6. Staff who conduct lessons outdoors on a regular basis (Phys Ed) will be required to wear a broad 
brimmed hat all year round. 

7. Require students to wear broad-brimmed or legionnaire hats and sunscreen for all camps, sport 
outdoor activities and excursions. These items will be listed on the parent permission form. 

8. Encourage students to wear a swim (rash) top for swimming (this may not be appropriate during 
competitive swimming). 

9. Ensure there is adequate provision of shade within the school grounds for students and staff, by 
planting trees and building shade structures.   

10. Encourage staff and students to use shaded or covered areas when outside. 
11. Ensure that adequate shade is provided at sporting carnivals and outdoor events. 
12. Timetable as many outdoor activities as possible - including assemblies, sport and physical 

education – when the UV index is below 3. When this is not possible activities should be 
scheduled as far from 12 noon as possible. 

13. Encourage the use of SPF 30+ broad-spectrum sunscreen by: 
 providing sunscreen in the classroom 
 providing sunscreen in sports classes 

 Incorporate sun protection and skin cancer awareness programs into the appropriate Key 
Learning Areas of the school curriculum. 

 
 
 
Our Expectations 

 
Parents/carers will: 

 Ensure your child/children has a broad-brimmed or legionnaire hat as per school uniform policy.  
 Ensure that your child/children’s clothing provides adequate protection from UV radiation.   

 collared school shirt 
 swim (rash) tops for swimming. 

 Ensure that your child/children has/have access to SPF 30+ broad-spectrum, water-resistant 
sunscreen before leaving for school. Should parents wish to send sunscreen to school for 
personal use it should be a roll on. 

 Act as positive role models by practising SunSmart behaviour. 
 Support the school’s Sun Protection Policy 

 
 



 
Students will: 

 Be aware of the school’s Sun Protection Policy. 
 Take responsibility for their health by being SunSmart. 
 Wear suitable hats and a collared school shirt, and apply sunscreen in the morning before 

attending school. 
 Seek additional sunscreen throughout the day if required, from classroom supplies. 
 Use shaded or covered areas outdoors. 
 Be actively involved in initiatives to protect the school community from over-exposure to the sun. 
 Participate in Sun Smart education programs in relevant learning areas and lessons. 

 
Staff will: 

 Ensure all students without appropriate hats are directed to the correct areas for breaks. 
 Ensure students are aware of where they can access additional sun screen in classrooms. 
 Be alert of student behaviour in relation to sun smart practices, whilst outdoors, at camps and 

excursions. eg. regularly remind students about shade and sunscreen. 
 Liaise with parents if students consistently fail to wear appropriate sun smart clothing. 

 
 
 
APPENDICES 
 

1. Cancer Council WA – Best Practice Guidelines for WA Schools 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  



 

 


